The taxonomy of the previously understudied Middle-eastern and Asian species of Argyrolobium is reviewed. A total of 11 species (including two species which also occur in tropical Africa), four subspecies and five varieties are recorded from the region. All taxa, except for two poorly known local endemics, are described and the correct nomenclature, literature citation, typification, synonymy, as well as geographical distribution are given. A key to the taxa is also provided.
; Baker f., Leg.Trop. Afr. 1: 63 (1926) ; Cufod. in Bull. Jard. Bot. Brux. 25, Suppl.: 243 (1955) , non Genista virgata Willd. Type: Ethiopia, Tigre, Schimper 570 (K!, holo.; BM, iso.).
Genista anabaptizata Briq., Etudes Cytises Alpes Marit.: 121 (1894), nom. nud.
Leaflets obovate-oblong, 13-25 × (6-) 10-14 mm, petiole (3-) 8-17 mm long, stipules ovate-lanceolate, 6-8 × 2-3 mm. Inflorescences head-like racemes, 1-4-flowered, 20-22 (-58) mm long. Flowers 8-10 mm long. Fruit compressed, 25-35 × 3-5 mm, pubescent.
Distribution and habitat: Northern Somalia, Yemen, Eritrea, Ethiopia (Fig. 2) . Frequent in short grassland and amongst rocks at altitudes of 1900 to 3000 m.
Diagnostic characters: The leaflets are pilose, with the margins fringed with long brown hairs. The petioles are much longer than those of subspp. aberdaricum and kilimandscharicum. Argyrolobium petitianum sensu Chiov. in Pirotta, Ann. Inst. Bot., Roma 8: 83 (1903) ; Baker f., Leg.Trop. Afr. 1: 63 (1926) , non A. petitianum A.Rich.
Argyrolobium ramosissimum sensu Chiov. in Pirotta, Ann. Inst. Bot., Roma 8: 407 (1907) , non A. ramosissimum Baker.
Dwarf perennial herb with numerous procumbent or ascending stems up to 0.35 m long. Leaflets elliptic-obovate to obovate, (3-) 4-14 × 2-6 mm, petiole 1-4 mm long, stipules subulate, 1.0-1.5 × ±0.5 mm. Inflorescences solitary-flowered, leaf-opposed, with 1-4 flowers on a rachis 8-12 mm long; bracts linear, 1.0-2.5 × 0.3-0.6 mm; bracteoles linear-lanceolate, 1-2 × 0.3-0.6 mm. Calyx with upper lip 5-8 mm long, upper sinus 2-3 mm deep; lateral sinus 4-5 mm deep; lower lip 5-8 mm long, lower sinuses 0.5-1.5 mm deep. Corolla yellow, 5-7 mm long; standard elliptic to suborbicular, 6-8 × 3-6 mm, with well-developed, channelled claw 1-2 mm long; wings oblong, sculptured, oblong-elliptic, 5-7 × 2.0-3.5 mm, with linear claw 1.0-1.5 mm long; keel slightly longer than wings, 6.0-7.5 × 2-3 mm, apex obtuse, with linear claw 1.0-1.5 mm long. Gynoecium narrowly oblong, [15] [16] [17] [18] [19] [20] [21] [22] [23] [24] [25] densely sericeouspilose, (Fig. 3) .
Distribution and habitat: Eritrea, Ethiopia, northern Somalia, Yemen and Saudi Arabia (Fig. 4) . Argyrolobium confertum grows in heavily grazed grasslands and bare soil in cliffs or rocky slopes and outcrops on red soil or on clay over trachyte and limestone hills at altitudes of 2400-3000 m. Locality unknown: G. de Witte 197 (P). rupestre: a, flowering branches (a1, ssp. aberdaricum; a2, ssp. rupestre; a3. ssp. kilimandscharicum); b1 and b4, abaxial view of bract (b1, ssp. kilimandscharicum; b4, ssp. aberdaricum); b2, b3, b5 and b6, abaxial view of bracteoles (b2 and b3, ssp. kilimandscharicum; b5 and b6, ssp. aberdaricum); c, calyx opened out with upper lobes to left (ssp. kilimandscharicum); d, standard (ssp. kilimandscharicum); e, wing petal (e1, ssp. aberdaricum; e2, ssp. kilimandscharicum); f, keel petal (f1, ssp. aberdaricum; f2, ssp. kilimandscharicum); g1, long, basifixed anther; g2, short, dorsifixed anther; h, pistil (all ssp. aberdaricum). [a1, b4-b6, e1, f, g and h from Mats Thulin 1462 (K); a2 from Mats Thulin 1393 (K); a3, b1 -b3, c, d and e2 from A. Bogdam 3535 (K). Scale bars: a = 10 mm b -h= 1 mm. Annual or short-lived perennial up to 0.5 m high. Leaflets linear-lanceolate to elliptic, 15-20 (-25) × (2-) 6-9 mm, petiole (6-) 10-15 mm long, stipules minute, deciduous. Inflorescences in lax, 1-4-flowered racemes, peduncles (18-) 20-30 (-35) mm long; bracts, 1.2-2.0 × 0.2-0.4 mm; bracteoles linear-lanceolate, 0.9-1.6 × 0.1-0.2 mm. Calyx almost equal to corolla, upper lip 5.5-6.5 mm long, upper sinus 3-4 mm deep; lateral sinus 4-6 mm deep; lower lip 6.5-7.5 mm long, lower sinuses 1.5-2.5 mm deep. Corolla yellow with reddish mark at base of standard, 5-7 mm long; standard obovateoblong, 5.5-7.5 × 4.5-5.5 mm, with well-developed, channelled claw 1.5-2.5 mm long; wings oblong, sculptured, 6-8 × 2-3 mm, with linear claw 2-3 mm long; keel more or less equal to wings, 6-8 × 3.5-4.5 mm, with linear claw 2-3 mm long. Gynoecium narrowly oblong, 4-5 × ± 0.6 mm. Fruit 30-40 × 2-4 mm, torulose, 7-12-seeded (Fig. 5) .
Distribution and habitat: Sudan, Ethiopia, Eritrea, Egypt, Saudi Arabia, Yemen and Iran (Fig. 6 ), in rocky places and hillsides at altitudes of 850-2700 m.
Diagnostic characters: an erect perennial herb with minute, deciduous stipules. It is reported to have two distinct forms (Wood, 1997) . Form A is a weakly perennial herb with sparsely pubescent oblong leaves of about 20 × 7 mm, found between 1400-1900 m above sea level. Form B is a woody, much less leafy perennial with pubescent leaves of about 12 × 2 mm, found above 2000 m. (Fig. 7) .
Diagnostic characters: close to A. confertum and possibly conspecific with it but with longer peduncles. It is similar to A. arabicum but differs from it in being much more hairy, in having persistent stipules (deciduous in the latter), and in its shorter pods. It can also be distinguished by the staminal sheath, which is open on its upper side. Genista aucheri Briq., Etud. Cyt. Alpes Marit.: 121 (1894), nom. nud.
Low growing, prostrate herb with clover-like, pale green leaves. Leaflets broadly obovate, (3-) 5-15 × 4-10 mm, glabrous above, pilose beneath, ± as broad as long, petiole 2-20 mm long, stipules subulate to linear, 2-3 × 0.2-0.5 mm. Inflorescences leaf-opposed racemes, (1-) 2-5-flowered, peduncles 16-20 mm long; bracts acicular, 2-3 × 0.5-1.0 mm; bracteoles linearlanceolate, 1-2 × ±0.2 mm. Calyx adpressedly strigose, upper lip shorter than lower lip. Corolla yellow tinged red or white, 6-9 mm long; standard suborbicular, 6-8× 3-7 mm, with welldeveloped, channelled claw 1.5-2.0 mm long; wings oblong, sculptured, 6-9× 1-3 mm, with linear claw 1.0-1.5 mm long; keel shorter than wings, 5.5-7.0 × ±2.5 mm, with linear claw ± 2 mm long. Gynoecium narrowly oblong, with 9-12 ovules, 3.5-5.0 × 0.6-0.8 mm. Fruit torulose or subtorulose, (12-) 18-35 × 2- 3 mm, .
Distribution and habitat: Afghanistan, India, Pakistan, Iraq, Iran and Oman. A. roseum grows on sandy roadsides, sandy flats, stony slopes, limestone hillocks, dry, gravely or rocky places and grassy slopes at altitudes of 1000-2900 m.
Diagnostic characters: A. roseum is variable in fruit length and number of seeds. It has a habit similar to that of A. flaccidum but differs from it in having broadly obovate (vs. elliptic) leaflets and in being almost glabrous (A. flaccidum is pubescent). Diagnostic characters: A. roseum subsp. ornithopodioides is reduced to varietal rank because it differs from the other varieties merely in a combination of pod size, number of flowers and seeds. This is a more consistent treatment of the infraspecific variation in A. roseum.
Specimens examined Pakistan. Baluchistan, R.R. Stewart 28011 (K). Perennial herb. Leaflets broadly obovate, emarginate, (3-) 7-12 × 4-10 mm, petiole shorter than the leaflets, 6-8 mm long, stipules ovate-lanceolate. Inflorescences terminal racemes, 2-5-flowered. Calyx upper lip slightly shorter than lower lip. Corolla yellow with a tinge of purple, 6-8 mm long. Fruit 12-20 mm long, 3-6-seeded. Distribution and habitat: This variety is endemic to Iran and grows in dry, rocky places at altitudes of up to 1900 m.
Diagnostic characters: A. trigonelloides is similar in growth habit, leaflet shape, flower number, and fruit shape to A. roseum, and differs only in being more hairy. We therefore suggest that this taxon is merely an Iranian variety of a morphologically variable and widespread A. roseum, and it is accordingly synomised under A. roseum var. subuniflorum. This variety can be distinguished from var. ornithopodioides by its fewer flowers and seeds. It differs from var. album in having shorter petioles and from var. elongatum and var. roseum by its shorter pods. 
